
 

 

 

1. The sponsoring representative’s first name: 

Steve 

 

2. The sponsoring representative’s last name: 

Frisbie 

 

3. The cosponsoring representatives’ names. All cosponsors must be listed. If none, please 

type ‘n/a.’ A signed letter from the sponsor approving the co-sponsorship and a signed 

letter from the member wishing to co-sponsor are required. Attach letters at question #9 

below. 

N/A 

 

4. Name of the entity that the spending item is intended for: 

Battle Creek Unlimited, Inc. 

 

5. Physical address of the entity that the spending item is intended for: 

4950 W. Dickman Road, Ste 1, Battle Creek, MI 49037 

 

6. If there is not a specific recipient, the intended location of the project or activity: 

Continuation of activities associated with the on-going re-naturalization efforts of the 

Kalamazoo River in downtown Battle Creek, Michigan in conjunction with the Army 

Corps of Engineers. 

 

7. Name of the representative and the district number where the legislatively directed 

spending item is located: 

Steve Frisbie, District 44 

 

8. Purpose of the legislatively directed spending item. Please include how it provides a 

public benefit and why it is an appropriate use of taxpayer funding. Please also 

demonstrate that the item does not violate Article IV, S 30 of the Michigan Constitution. 

These dollars will be utilized to progress and advance the timeline and due diligence 

process with the United States Army Corp of Engineers to remove and re-naturalize the 

Kalamazoo River Concrete Channel flowing through a highly visible area of Downtown 

Battle Creek. The funds would allow the next phase of the USACE GI study to begin 

(match federal funds). The funds will lead to the prevention and elimination of blight. 
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The funds will be utilized to set the stage for the final product which will be a re-

naturalized waterway that will restore an ecosystem while providing green space, public 

amenities, flood control, and a waterway accessible to the public. Please see the 

attachment for further information as well as a project breakdown by phase and cost. 

 

This funding does not violate Article 4 Section 30 because Battle Creek Unlimited, Inc. is 

a non-profit. 

 

9. Attach documents here if needed: 

Attachments added to the end of this file. 

 

10. The amount of state funding requested for the legislatively directed spending item. 

13500000 

 

11. Has the legislatively directed spending item previously received any of the following types 

of funding? Check all that apply. 

["Federal","State","Local"] 

  

12. Please select one of the following groups that describes the entity requesting the 

legislatively directed spending item: 

Non-profit organization 

 

13. For a non-profit organization, has the organization been operating within Michigan for the 

preceding 36 months? 

Yes 

 

14. For a non-profit organization, has the entity had a physical office within Michigan for the 

preceding 12 months? 

Yes 

 

15. For a non-profit organization, does the organization have a board of directors? 

Yes 

 

16. For a non-profit organization, list all the active members on the organization’s board of 

directors and any other officers. If this question is not applicable, please type ‘n/a.’ 

Erick Stewart – Chair, Nate Darlington – 1st Vice Chair, John Gallagher – 2nd Vice Chair, 

Sara Wallace – Treasurer, Stacy Flathau – Secretary,   Kris Bahner – Member,  Drew 

Schweitzer – Member, Valerie Christofferson – Member, Jim Sholl – Member, Ted 

Dearing – Member,  Frank Tecumseh – Member,  Neal Graziano – Member,  Dr. Paul 

Watson, II – Member,  Joe Michilizzi – Member,  Mike Way – Member,   Joe Sobieralski 

– Ex-Officio Member, Mayor Mark Behnke – Ex-Officio Member, Joe Schwarz, M.D. – 

Ex-Officio Member, Albert Bobrofsky – Ex-Officio Member 

 



17. “I certify that neither the sponsoring representative nor the sponsoring representative's 

staff or immediate family has a direct or indirect pecuniary interest in the legislatively 

directed spending item.” 

Yes, this is correct 

 

18. Anticipated start and end dates for the legislatively directed spending item: 

October 1, 2025 through December 31, 2028 

 

19. “I hereby certify that all information provided in this request is true and accurate.” 

Yes 
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